The Wellington Monument Race
The Wellington Monument race was founded in December 1985 by Taunton & West Somerset Athletic club members Martin Hunt and the late John Cooksley. 
The actual route was a training run for the two friends and other than the expansion of the ‘at the time’ relatively small village of Hemyock, the route has not changed very much over the past twenty two years. Taunton & West Somerset Athletic club were renamed in the mid to late nineteen eighties to Taunton Athletic club.
Martin and John organised the race with the support from members, officials and friends of TAC until 1990 when it was passed on to the writer who is still the Race organiser.  

Since the first race in 1985, the event has taken place from the Hemyock Village Primary School, of which at times we thought that we may have out grown. However, on reflection, it was always a vision and a mark of respect to the local residents, that the race would remain controlled with numbers not exceeding 250 runners.   

Starting from the Catherine Wheel public house in the village square, the route then climbs to and circles the Wellington Monument, returning along the same road to finish at the local village primary school. One mile of firm stone track, a steep ascent and descent of approximately 1/2mile form part of this undulating, hilly, scenic and rural course 

The Course is accurately measured and R.R.C certified distance of 6.27 miles within AAA and UKA standards.
The event always takes place on the third Sunday in December and has always been assisted by friends and helpers associated with Taunton Athletic Club, in particular Howard Pearse and Marion Holley who have not missed a year. The race is now well established and has earned a good reputation as a ‘classic’ event that attracts many of the same faces each year from the local clubs in Devon & Somerset. There are several runners who have run over 15 Wellington Monument races. 

Over the years, the race has introduced more category awards to cater for well represented age groups, as well as the “Perpetual awards” and the “John Cooksley” memorial team challenge shield. A commemorative award, mince pie & hot toddy are awarded to all finishers. The race is open to all aged 15 years of age or over on race day. 
The race name has now changed four times, formerly and presently named “The Wellington Monument race” it changed in 1990 to the Wellington Monument “Hot toddy” race. 

In 1997 in memory of the late Bert King, who was the official timekeeper attending all previous Wellington monument races, sadly passed away during 1997. There are other friends and runners who ‘over the years’ have supported this event who have also passed away. 

Finally, thank you to all our friends and supporters, without your support this would not have been possible.                                                                                        

Peter Hart 

Race Organiser 1990 -2011                                                                       
